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Home Fire Suppression Sprinklers 
By Tracy Bolt, Chief of Fire & Emergency Medical Services 

 
A country-wide campaign encouraging the installation of home fire suppression sprinklers has been underway 
for the past year.  Some of you may know that in South Ogden City there is an Ordinance requiring the installa-
tion of home fire sprinklers in new construction with over 6400 square feet of living space.  Many cities, coun-
ties and states across the country have similar ordinances.  There are several reasons for these types of meas-
ures, but they all are in support of one important purpose; to protect lives. 
Several studies and statistics are available to show the value and importance of fire suppression systems in the 
home.  Rather than illustrate those, it’s just as important to dispel a few of the myths associated with the use of 
fire sprinklers: 
 
    -Myth:  “If a fire sprinkler system is activated, all the sprinklers go off” 
This myth is likely encouraged by what is seen in movies…a small fire sets off every sprinkler in a room flood-
ing everything.  The fact of the matter is most sprinkler heads are kept in the “ready” position by a small, glass 
tube.  When a fire raises the temperature to above 135°F in the vicinity of a sprinkler, the pressure within the 
tube increases until the glass breaks thereby causing the sprinkler to activate.  Other sprinklers will activate only 
if triggered in the same fashion.  In a sprinkler protected space, a fire rarely gets large enough to activate more 
than a sprinkler head or two. 
    -Myth:  “Home fire sprinkler systems are very expensive” 
Nationwide, the average cost to install fire sprinkler systems in new home construction is less than $2.00 per 
square foot.  To put that cost into perspective, you could pay about the same cost for things like carpet upgrades 
or a whirlpool bath.  The installation of fire sprinklers in the home are as much an investment feature as other 
upgrades; studies show homes in many U.S. communities are selling faster with fire sprinkler systems than 
those without. 
   -Myth:  “Water damage caused by the sprinkler system will be more than the damage caused by the fire” 
Once a fire reaches a ‘free burning’ stage, it can more than double in size and intensity every 60 seconds.  When 
a fire activates a sprinkler head, heat and smoke are quickly kept under control, greatly reducing the likelihood 
of fire spread to the rest of the home.  Fire sprinklers flow water at a rate of around 15 gallons per minute.  To 
put that into perspective, it would take a single fire sprinkler head about 5 minutes to fill your bathtub. 
   -Myth:  “I’ve seen fire sprinkler heads – they’re ugly” 
Yes, they are.  But new model sprinkler heads can be flush mounted to the ceiling or walls and completely con-
cealed by decorative covers. 
     
The National Fire Protection Association, along with the fire service and other safety advocates encourage eve-
ryone to support the Fire Sprinkler Initiative.  The first step is to become educated and informed about the fire 
suppression sprinklers issues as well as the pros and cons of home fire sprinkler use.  Visit 
www.firesprinklerinitiative.org or contact Fire Station 81 (3950 Adams Ave.) for more information. 

South Ogden Senior Center Flu Shot Clinic 
 
The Senior Center is offering a flu shot clinic on Wednesday, October 14, 2009 from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm lo-
cated at the Center at 580 39th Street.  Come in and get your flu shot early!  If you have any questions, please 
contact the Center at 393-9539. 



New Businesses in South Ogden 
 

Welcome to South Ogden!  The following new retail business licenses were granted in South Ogden. 
Please support our new businesses at their retail locations: 
Business                 Owner                  Retail Location                     Phone  
B. Taylor Stone Masonry, Inc.         Bryon D. Taylor      4995 Kiawana   391-9161 
Shear Fusion           Angie Jensen      5677 S 1475 E #3A   675-5044 
USA Cash Services          USA Cash Services Mgmt, Inc.       1657 Skyline Dr. #6                932-1475 

Department of Public Safety’s “Annual Trunk or Treat” 
 

Please join us for the Department of Public Safety's annual “TRUNK OR TREAT”  –  October 29th, 2009 at 

6:00 pm in the parking lot of South Ogden Junior High.  

What is a trunk or treat? Children go trunk to trunk in their Halloween costumes to collect their treats; this is a 

safe alternative to door-to-door trick-or-treating!   Please be in costume and have cars parked before 6:00 p.m., 

the parking lot will be blocked off after 6:00 p.m. due to safety considerations for the children.   

South Ogden City General Election “Early Voting” 
 

You can vote on Election Day, November 3, 2009, but why wait! You can take advantage of Early Voting! 
Early Voting may sound new to you, but it has been around for a few years.  The goal of early voting is to in-
crease participation in the voting process and to relieve congestion and long lines at the polls on Election Day.  
South Ogden City’s early voting for the General Election will run Tuesday thru Friday, October 20-23 and 27-
30, from 1-5 p.m. at City Hall for all voting precincts. 
 
What does Early Voting mean to you?  It means that you don’t have to miss voting because you’ll be out of 
town on Election Day. It means that you can wait until a day when the weather is good to get out and vote in-
stead of driving through a snow storm on Election Day (remember last year?)  It means that you can arrange 
your schedule to vote at your convenience, and most of all, it means that your vote will be counted instead of 
missed because of some unforeseen circumstance. 
 
You must be a registered voter to take advantage of Early Voting and remember that the new law requires that 
you show identification before you vote. If you have any questions about Early Voting, how to register to vote, 
etc. please call the City Recorder’s Office at 801-622-2709.  Let early voting work for you! 
 
   Candidates for Mayor   Candidates for Council 
   Vicki Mattson    Bryan Benard 
   James Minster    Lamont Camp 
        Russell Porter 

 South Ogden City 2009 Primary Election Results 

Candidates For Mayor District 1 District 2 Total 

John Bradley 130 136 266 

Vickie Mattson 107 170 277 

James Minster            140 236 376 

Rick Westmoreland 85 114 199 



Senior Companion and Foster Grandparent Programs 
 

SENIOR COMPANION PROGRAM:  Senior Companions are healthy adults over the age of 55 years, who 
help other adults live independently by assisting with daily tasks and providing encouragement to remain ac-
tive.  To qualify your income must be under $1,805 per month for a single household and under $2,428 with 
two in the household.  You must also have your own transportation.  Senior Companions receive a stipend of 
$2.65 per hour and mileage reimbursement.  BECOME A SENIOR COMPANION TODAY by calling 801-
625-3777. 
FOSTER GRANDPARENT PROGRAM:  Foster Grandparents are role models, mentors and friends.  They 
serve in area schools, Head Start Centers and youth facilities helping children learn to read, providing one on 
one tutoring and guiding children at a critical time in their lives.  To join the program you must be over the age 
of 55, willing to serve 15-40 hours a week and living on an income below $1,805 a month for a single person 
and $2,428 a month for a couple and pass a background screening.  For their service Foster Grandparents re-
ceive a stipend of $2.65 an hour, mileage reimbursement and training.  For more information, or to join the pro-
gram call 801-625-3865 or 1-800-209-2503. 

Message from the CERT Board 
 

The South Ogden CERT Committee would like to say “Thanks” to all CERT members that participated in the 
South Ogden Days this year.  Those members that need pictures taken for ID badges can contact Dee Quan at 

801-479-0209 or dalta.quan@hotmail.com.   

Any CERT member that is interested in The National CERT Newsletter can access it at www.citizencorps.gov/

cert/newsletter.shtm.   

CERT meetings are on  the third Thursday of each month in the Command Center at City Hall 3950 Adams 

Ave. 

South Ogden Recreation Department 
 

South Ogden Recreation will be holding registration for its 2010 Boys Junior Jazz Basketball program October 
19, 2009 through November 20, 2009.  The Program is open to all boys’ grades 3rd through 9th.  The cost is  
$35.00 for residents and $45.00 for non-residents.  Jerseys will be an extra $10.00 unless you have a navy and 
white jersey from last year.   If you are not going to purchase a jersey, please provide the jersey number to the 
recreation department . 
 
Please register at the South Ogden City Offices, 3950 S. Adams Avenue or call 622-8538 for more information.  

Message from the Public Work Department 
 

Tree Pruning:  The city is doing the annual tree pruning through out the city.  This does include trees that are 
in all park strips.  The city will prune these trees if residents have not.  Pruning prevents damage that might oc-
cur to snow plows. 
Fall Clean-Up:  Fall season is right around the corner which means leaves, leaves, leaves.  At this time, the city 
does not have any programs available for picking up leaves the residents bag up.  It is the residents responsibil-
ity to discard of them properly.  We will offer the Green Waste Trailer, Mixed Waste Trailer and the Neighbor-
hood Cleanup Program until November 1, 2009.   
Street Sweeping:  We will begin street sweeping sometime around the middle of October.  We try and sweep 
all city streets before the first snow fall.  Please do not rake leaves in the gutter for the sweeper to clean up.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to the Public Works Department at 622-2900. 



FREE CHILI DINNER 

WARM DRINKS 

HOLIDAY ENTERTAINMENT 

MAYOR’S TREE LIGHTING 

COZY BONFIRES 

PICTURES WITH SANTA 

 

Please bring new winter hats, gloves and mittens to the Old 
Fashioned Family Holiday. The items you donate will warm the 

hearts and hands of local families in need this holiday season.   

Warm Hands & Warm Hearts 


